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Introducing EJTA





Eighty Journalism Schools, thirty countries across Europe, 
working together to improve journalism education in Europe

ejta.eu



Some EJTA activities

MEETING TWICE A YEAR AT A 
MEMBER SCHOOL

AD HOC COOPERATIONS (BIPS)

EJTALKS (ONLINE) TARTU DECLARATION 
(FRAMEWORK FOR 

JOURNALISTIC COMPETENCIES)

EJTA TASK FORCES EUFACTCHECK



EJTA Taskforce AI and Data Journalism

As a community of practice:
• What can we do as a low-intensity Taskforce to enhance and facilitate 

Journalism teaching in AI, LLMs, and Data Journalism?
• Sharing best practices, concerns, questions
• Towards a set of EJTA-guidelines?



AI in Journalism schools' curricula



Survey and interaction

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1B661IjrsFwKZZaubF460rxwIqdiOTzn2MqQb0FJRZ2A/


EJTA Taskforce principles and guidelines 
for integration of AI in Journalism curricula

(preliminary; work-in-progress; basic) 



EJTA Taskforce principles and guidelines
Integrate AI in curricula Yes

Prompt engineering? It’s a debate …

Journalism schools need own, journalism-
specific, guidelines and agreements

Yes

Use of AI as a “writing aid” in Journalism schools Discourage

Use of AI-detection tools in Journalism schools No



AI detection



AI as a “writing aid” ?



Prompt engineering is overrated ...?

“Being good at prompting” 
is not a valuable skill for 
most people in the future, 
because, as AIs improve, 
they will infer your 
intentions better than you 
can.” (Ethan Mollick)



Two best prompts for mathematical problem (Llama 2)

Start your answer with: Captain’s Log, 
Stardate 2024: We have successfully plotted 
a course through the turbulence and are now 
approaching the source of the anomaly.

The life of a president's advisor hangs in the 
balance. You must now concentrate your 
brain at all costs and use all of your 
mathematical genius to solve this problem



Prompt engineering nonetheless …?

“Naive prompting leads to bad outcomes, which convinces people 
that the LLM doesn’t work well, which in turn means they won’t put 

in the time to understand good prompting.”



Prompt engineering nonetheless …?

“Naive prompting leads to bad outcomes, which convinces people 
that the LLM doesn’t work well, which in turn means they won’t put 

in the time to understand good prompting.”

Student1:
“I will definitely still use AI but for simpler things.”

Student2:
“When exactly is the next poetry week in Belgium?”



Prompt engineering nonetheless …?!

Student3 (research note for an article on Voices)
“How does choral conducting differ from orchestral conducting?” 

Follow-up:
“What is the hardest part about conducting a choir?”



Typology of AI-chatbot use cases 
in Journalism teaching



AI use cases in Journalism teaching

PRODUCTIVITY RESEARCH 
AND ANALYSIS

CREATIVITY PERSONAL 
TUTOR

WRITING 
ASSISTANT



Productivity

• Speech to text transcription
• Distillation of topics and quotes (from transcripts)
• Summaries?
• For teachers: student evaluations? (DEMO)



Evaluation of an interview assignment 

Transcript of 7’ interview (Whisper) Evaluation (ChatGPT-4o)



Audio

Transcription

Topics

Relevant 
quotes

Whisper (2’)

ChatGPT-4 
(1’)

ChatGPT-4 
(1’)



Research and analysis

Main skill to be developed?

For this [research/analysis] I use …



Research or analysis use case Google Wikipedia LLM
(ChatGPT-

4)

Other

Links X

In-depth analysis: compare; contrast; provide context 
(historical, ...); combine; explainers for [target group]; on the 
one hand ... on the other hand; perspectives; “for 
completeness”

X X

Basic facts and background information X X

Scope, (political) affiliation, style, ... X

Background information on obscure topics X? X

References Perplexity
Consensus

Lists of facts that are difficult to Google X

Interview questions X

Step-by-step explanation, manual X YouTube



Personal tutor

• Best metaphor for students’ smart use of AI?
• Currently underrated and underused?

• Next step: dedicated GPT’s per course



Demo



Journalism schools’ guidelines: 
first steps and some issues

(EJTA Cluj meeting October 2024) 



Cluj October 2024 presentations and discussion:
• 5 schools presented
• 40 attendants
• Mainly about school-wide regulations

Next EJTA Task Force meeting: 
• Examples, best practices of AI assignments

Meanwhile:
• Draft for EJTA guidelines?



Findings after Cluj presentations and discussion

• A lot of schools: No formal guidelines yet
• Waiting for school-wide regulations
• Adopters vs Sceptics
• Widespread adoption by students is inevitable
• Worries about over-reliance on AI
• Inputting proprietary content should be prohibited (= school-wide)
• Create culture of transparency
• Keep it simple



Example of “keep it simple” guidelines



Guidelines for AI use: Must – May not – Recommended – Discouraged

For each course and within a course perhaps per assignment or 
task, your teacher will provide guidelines on where you should use 
AI, where you may not use AI, where the use of AI is recommended, 
and where the use of AI is discouraged.

These guidelines are included as completely as possible in the 
Study Guide of the course. Read them thoroughly. If in doubt, 
consult your teacher in advance.



Teachers: Inventory of AI use per course



Conclusions, preliminary



Preliminary conclusions

Long way to go …
… and whatever we do will have to evolve and will soon be outdated

Most badly needed? 
Examples, best practices of smart AI assignments



Preliminary conclusions

All of the above was mainly about text-based AI (input and output)

Brace yourself for photo and video!



Beware of two traps …



“I-would-have-found-
that-myself” - trap



“Six-fingers” - trap



John von Neumann (1903 – 1957)

“If you will tell me precisely what it 
is that a machine cannot do, then I 
can always make a machine which 

will do just that!”


	Slide 1: Teaching AI in journalism schools  
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Introducing EJTA
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Some EJTA activities
	Slide 7: EJTA Taskforce AI and Data Journalism
	Slide 8: AI in Journalism schools' curricula
	Slide 9: Survey and interaction
	Slide 10: EJTA Taskforce principles and guidelines  for integration of AI in Journalism curricula  (preliminary; work-in-progress; basic) 
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: AI detection
	Slide 13: AI as a “writing aid” ?
	Slide 14: Prompt engineering is overrated ...?
	Slide 15: Two best prompts for mathematical problem (Llama 2)
	Slide 16: Prompt engineering nonetheless …?
	Slide 17: Prompt engineering nonetheless …?
	Slide 18: Prompt engineering nonetheless …?!
	Slide 19: Typology of AI-chatbot use cases in Journalism teaching
	Slide 20: AI use cases in Journalism teaching
	Slide 21: Productivity
	Slide 22: Evaluation of an interview assignment 
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: Research and analysis
	Slide 25
	Slide 26: Personal tutor
	Slide 27: Demo
	Slide 28: Journalism schools’ guidelines:  first steps and some issues  (EJTA Cluj meeting October 2024) 
	Slide 29
	Slide 30: Findings after Cluj presentations and discussion
	Slide 31: Example of “keep it simple” guidelines
	Slide 32: Guidelines for AI use: Must – May not – Recommended – Discouraged
	Slide 33: Teachers: Inventory of AI use per course
	Slide 34: Conclusions, preliminary
	Slide 35: Preliminary conclusions
	Slide 36: Preliminary conclusions
	Slide 37: Beware of two traps …
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40

